
 

Climate change adaptation: Where does global health fit in the agenda?

   
   
   
Abstract:

Human-induced climate change will affect the lives of most populations in the next decade and beyond. It
will have greatest, and generally earliest, impact on the poorest and most disadvantaged populations on the
planet. Changes in climatic conditions and increases in weather variability affect human wellbeing, safety,
health and survival in many ways. Some impacts are direct-acting and immediate, such as impaired food
yields and storm surges. Other health effects are less immediate and typically occur via more complex
causal pathways that involve a range of underlying social conditions and sectors such as water and
sanitation, agriculture and urban planning. Climate change adaptation is receiving much attention given the
inevitability of climate change and its effects, particularly in developing contexts, where the effects of climate
change will be experienced most strongly and the response mechanisms are weakest. Financial support
towards adaptation activities from various actors including the World Bank, the European Union and the
United Nations is increasing substantially. With this new global impetus and funding for adaptation action
come challenges such as the importance of developing adaptation activities on a sound understanding of
baseline community needs and vulnerabilities, and how these may alter with changes in climate. The global
health community is paying heed to the strengthening focus on adaptation, albeit in a slow and unstructured
manner. The aim of this paper is to provide an overview of adaptation and its relevance to global health, and
highlight the opportunities to improve health and reduce health inequities via the new and additional funding
that is available for climate change adaptation activities.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3495687   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Food/Water Security, Human
Conflict/Displacement, Human Conflict/Displacement, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones

Food/Water Quality: Pathogen

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries, Food Access/Distribution, Livestock
Productivity

Temperature: Extreme Heat
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Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Malnutrition/Undernutrition

Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease, Vectorborne Disease

Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease

Mosquito-borne Disease: Dengue, Malaria

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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